[image: ]This form is designed to help you to plan, enrich and share about your group – whether it’s an established or a new group. 
It includes two required sections to register as an Accredited Connect Group (p1-3), followed by optional planning templates.
You may find it helpful to see examples of how others have completed their group planners and listed their groups on our website.
We’re here to help - please get in touch with Chris if you would like to talk it through together 

1. Overview
The first four shaded boxes are essential to register your group as an Accredited Connect Group, and to list it on our website. We encourage you to complete the remainder of this section – both to aid your reflection, and so that we can create a webpage to showcase your group to others. If you would prefer to use different headings to better describe your group online, you are welcome to send this across on a separate document. 


	Your name and email: 
	 Authentic Human Connection cohort:
Please note your graduation date

	Group name:
	Group strapline:
1-2 sentences that summarize the why and what of your group

	Our Story:
2-4 sentences that share where this group came from, and the needs you are aiming to address
	Our approach:
2-4 sentences that highlight how you are meeting those needs, and creating the desired experience for your participants e.g. AHC


Additional link required? Y/N 
· Link title (e.g. Sample Facilitators Guide):                                                 Attached? Y/N


	Our reach:
2-4 sentences on who this group is for and where it’s running, including future ideas for spreading 

	Our impact: (if applicable)
Up to three sections, which could include quote(s) from participants and/or impact measurement results. Ignore this section if you’re setting up a new group. 

Additional link(s) required? Y/N
· Link title (e.g. Participants quotes):                                 Attached? Y/N
· Link title (e.g. WEMWBS):                                                 Attached? Y/N
· Link title (e.g. Connect Star):                                            Attached? Y/N

	Invite others to get involved…

	Volunteering: (if applicable)
Highlight the impact of volunteers (you could include a volunteer quote), and any volunteer opportunities - linking to the relevant role description or webpage. 


	Partnering: (if applicable)
Highlight the impact of partners, and any opportunities for partners to support the work, including financial giving, running a group, profile raising or prayer. 



	Connecting: 
Share about the team who is running this group, including contact details for the key-contact


Mug shot of the key contact included? Y/N
	Additional links
Page banner image attached?  Y / N / Please use stock image
Primary media attached? Photo / video / Please use stock image
Additional photos attached? Y / N
Please confirm you have permissions to use the above information, quotes, photos and videos both for internal and external use:  Y / N
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2. Planning for Authentic Human Connection
Completing this brainstorming map is essential to register your group as an Accredited Connect Group, as well as aiding your reflective practice. 
Think about one of your group sessions. What can you do before you get in the room? How can you help set things up well for connection at the beginning? What practices will help during your session? What will you do afterwards to continue building on connections made? 
For each of these stages, reflect on the AHC modules and Method Cards that could help, and note down other ideas or techniques that you already use.        This can be in note form and you do not need to fill in every box. This will not be shared publicly, only within our AHC Teams Folder for peer learning. 

	
	Before
	Beginning
	During
	Afterwards

	
What’s happening?
	
	
	
	

	
Preparing
	
	
	
	

	
Modelling
	
	
	
	

	
Empowering
	
	
	
	

	
Spreading
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Connecting broadly as you plan
	
	Learning from others experience and expertise
	Mobilising others to help you to deliver the group
	Next steps

	Staff in your department



	
	
	

	Staff in other departments



	
	
	

	Volunteers




	
	
	

	Service Users



	
	
	

	Partners




	
	
	





You can use thistool to reflect on

how to draw from

wider connections as you plan your group.

This isn’t essential to fill out, but it could help youdiscover great


ideas and new resources to enrich your experience


TOOL KIT
Group Planner

Group Planner – optional templatesTOOL KIT


You could note any AHC methods that may help you in this process.
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Planning the practicalities
	
	Things to put in place 
	Who
	When

	Venue & equipment



	
	
	

	Policies & Risk Assessments


	
	
	

	Recruiting, training and supporting


	
	
	

	Budget & finances



	
	
	

	Marketing & communication


	
	
	

	Impact measurement

	



	
	

	Reviewing and adapting


	
	
	



This template can help us to ensure that everything
is in place for a successful group.

If you already have these practicalities organised, there
is no need to duplicate all of the details here.

You could note any AHC methods that may help you in the process.
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